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by a surface of said scanner apparatus on which said reading element is provided, and a surface 
of said base apparatus which faces to said scanner apparatus in a case where said scanner 
apparatus is mounted on said base apparatus, 

and wherein said scanner apparatus includes a pick roller provided at a location 
upstream of said second sheet transporting path as viewed in a sheet transporting direction and 
includes feed rollers provided at locations downstream of said second sheet transporting path, 
said first and second sheet transporting paths being provided along and adjacent to each other, 
and wherein said scanner apparatus is so implemented as to be capable of operating as a hand 
scanner in a case where said scanner apparatus is detached from said base apparatus. 

Claim 8 has not been changed by this Amendment and remains as follows: 

8. An apparatus according to claim 7, 

wherein said scanner apparatus has a protecting member, provided in a 
manner projecting at a side of said surface of said scanner apparatus, 
protecting said pick roller in a case where said scanner apparatus is used 
as a hand scanner. 

Claim 9 has not been changed by this Amendment and remains as follows: 

9. An apparatus according to claim 8, 

wherein said protecting member is provided at a location outside of a 
reading area of said scanner unit. 
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Claim 10 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 
10. An apparatus according to claim 8, wherein an accommodating part 

accommodating said protecting member is provided in the surface of said base apparatus 

facing toward said protecting member. 

Claim 19 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 
1 9. An apparatus comprising: 

a base unit including a part of a sheet transporting mechanism; 

a scanner apparatus which can be removably mounted on said base unit and includes 
at least the other part of said sheet transporting mechanism and a reading element; 

a scanner mounting portion provided on said base unit and adapted to removably 
mount said scanner apparatus on said base unit; and 

an engaging portion provided on said scanner apparatus and adapted to engage said 
scanner mounting portion, 

wherein either said scanner mounting portion of said base unit or said engaging 
portion of said scanner apparatus is a pivotal shaft for allowing said scanner apparatus to 
rotate frontwards, while the other is in the form of a holding member for holding said pivotal 
shaft. 

Claim 20 has not been changed by this Amendment and continues to read as 
follows: 
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20. An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said scanner apparatus is so 
implemented as to be capable of operating as a hand scanner in a case where said scanner 
apparatus is detached from said base unit. 



follows: 



Claim 2 1 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as 

s: 

2 1 . An apparatus according to claim 1 9, farther comprising: 

a lock member locking said scanner apparatus in a state mounted on said base unit. 



Claim 22 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as 
follows: 

22. An apparatus according to claim 19 ? further comprising: 

a rotation limiting stopper preventing said scanner apparatus from swinging 

excessively frontwards of said apparatus in a case where said scanner apparatus is attached 

to or detached from said base unit. 




Please amendClaim 13 as follows: 

,23^ An apparatus according to claim further comprising: 
a deviation preventing^&Qoper preventing said scanner apparatus from displacing 
upwardly of said apparatus in a case wh^said scanner apparatus is mounted on said base 
unit. 
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Claim 24 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as 

follows: 

24. An apparatus, comprising: 

a base unit including a part of a sheet transporting mechanism; 

a scanner apparatus which can be removably mounted on said base unit and 
includes the other part of said sheet transporting mechanism and a reading element; 

a scanner mounting portion provided on said base unit and adapted to removably 
mount said scanner apparatus on said base unit; 

and an engaging portion provided on said scanner apparatus and adapted to engage 
said scanner mounting portion, 

wherein a sheet guide provided on said scanner apparatus and a sheet guide 
provided on said base unit are faced to each other, so that a space defined between said 
two sheet guides becomes gradually narrower toward a sheet withdrawal port, and offset 
member is provided for at least one of said two sheet guides for stepwise limiting moving 
of a sheet toward said sheet withdrawal port. 

Claim 25 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as 
follows: 

25. An apparatus according to claim 24, 

wherein said scanner apparatus is so implemented as to be capable of operating as 
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a hand scanner in a case where said scanner apparatus is detached from said base unit. 

Claim 24 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as 
follows: 

34. An apparatus, comprising: 

a base apparatus which includes a first sheet transporting path extending 
substantially vertically and performs a first processing for a sheet traveling along said first 
sheet transporting path; and 

a scanner apparatus which can be removably mounted on said base apparatus and 
includes a reading element, wherein a second sheet transporting path extending 
substantially vertically is defined by a surface of said scanner apparatus on which said 
reading clement is provided, and a surface of said base apparatus which faces toward said 
scanner apparatus when said scanner apparatus is mounted on said base apparatus, said 
first and second sheet transporting paths being provided along and adjacent to each other, 
and whereby said scanner apparatus may be detached from said base apparatus so as to 
operate as a hand scanner. 

Claim 35 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as 
follows: 

35. An apparatus according to claim 34, wherein said scanner apparatus includes at 
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least one pick roller provided on a surface where said reading element is provided, and a 
protecting member projecting at a side of said surface and protecting said pick roller when said 
scanner apparatus is used as a hand scanner. 

Claim 36 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 
36. An apparatus according to claim 35, wherein said protecting member is provided 
at a location outside of a reading area of said scanner apparatus. 



c 



Claim 37 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as 
follows: 

37. An apparatus according to claim 34, wherein said base apparatus includes a first 
sheet guide provided at a location upstream of said second sheet transporting path, and said 
scanner apparatus includes a second sheet guide provided at a location upstream of said 
second sheet transporting path, and wherein said first and second sheet guides face each other 
in a manner that a space between said first and second sheet guides gradually narrows toward 
said second sheet transporting path in a case where said scanner apparatus is mounted on said 
base apparatus. 



/ \ Plea: 



Please amend Claim 38 as follows: 


^^^(Twice Ameh^ed) A multiple function apparatus, comprising: 
a first transporting guide ntsUiding a straight guide part and a deflecting guide part . 
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said straight guide part-being formed so as to transport a first sheet straight and is open at one 
end, and safti deflecting guide part being[ formed adjacent ] connected to said straight guide 
part at a side opposite said one end so as to transport a first sheet in a direction different from 
a direction of transport effected by said straight guide part; 

[ a second transporting guide provided along said first transporting guide and opposite 
a direction of deflection\fTected by said deflecting guide with respect to said straight guide, 
being provided in a mannerslhat a distance to said deflecting guide becomes longer than that 
of said straight guide, and beihg formed so as to transport a second sheet ]; 

a first apparatus providedSat said deflecting guide part , and performing processing for 
said first sheet in a case where said\first sheet is transported along said deflecting [straight ] 
guide part; [ and ] \ 

a second transporting guide, provided along said first transport ing guide, being formed 
so as to transport a seco nd sheet: \ 

a second apparatus, provided [ in a spacedefined by between said deflecting guide part 
and a portion of said second transporting guidk and performing processing for a sheet 
transported along said second transporting guide, sauJ portion facing toward said deflecting 
guide, ] at said second transporting guide, and performing processing for said second sheet 
in a case where said second sheet is transported along saiaSsecond transporting guide; 

wherein said first apparatus is disposed in a space between said deflecting guide part 
and said second transporting uuide> and at least at one portion of\ section at which said first 
apparatus is disposed, said section included in said deflection guideWrt. a distance between 
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said one portion antksaid second transporting guide in a direction vertical to transporting 
direction of said detlecting^ide portion is longer than a distance between said straight guide 
part and second transportingguhle Tsaid deflecting guide is disposed over said second 
apparatus ]. 



ase amend Claim 39 as follows: 



TTJOnce Amended) A multiple function apparatus according to claim 3j£ y wherein 
said [first] seconck apparatus is provided opposite of said [second] first transporting guide with 
respect to said [straight] second transporting guide. 



\pie 



Please amend Claim 4GL as follows: 



I ^4tfT*(Once Amended) A mbJtiple function apparatus according to claim wherein 
a direction of transport of said first she^t effected by said straight guide gart and a direction 
of transport of said second sheet effected byV portion of said second transporting guide which 
faces to said straight guide part form an angfe smaller than 90 degrees with the vertical 
direction in a case where said multiple function apparatus is provided for use. 



Please amend Claim 41 as follows: 



(pTe 

^•^*^tO nce Amended) A multiple function apparatus according to claim 3Jl£ further 
comprising: 

a first transporting mechanism transporting said first sheet frdm said straight guide 
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part o f 9^id first transporting guide toward said deflecting guide part : 

a s\cond transporting mechanism transporting said second sheet by said second 
transporting gfcude in a manner that said second sheet is transported in substantially a same 
direction as said utet sheet; 

a first sheet det^'ery port for delivery of said first sheet from said multiple function 
apparatus, said first delivefy port being provided at a location downstream of said deflecting 
guide EiTt as viewed in a direc^pn of transport of said first sheet; and 

a second sheet delivery p3tt for delivery of said second sheet from said multiple 
function apparatus, said second sheet delivery port being provided at a location downstream 
of said second transporting guide as vieweasin a direction of transport of said second sheet, 
wherein said first and second sheet delivery ports are provided at a same side of said 
multiple function apparatus. 



/I 



^^lease amend Claim 42 as follows: 

fended) A multiple function apparatus according to claim^6, wherein 
said [first] second transposing guide is provided closer to the front side of said multiple 
function apparatus than is said [sfe^ond] first transporting guide, [said first apparatus is a 
scanner, said second apparatus is an imqge forming apparatus,] said first apparatus is an 
image forming apparatus, said second apparatus is a scanner, [and said second transporting 
guide includes a sheet accommodating part accommodating a plurality of sheets to be fed to 
said second transporting guide, said] a sheet accommodating part [being] is provided at a 
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location upsream of said [second] first transporting guide as viewed in said sheet transporting 
direction, said stoct accommodating part accommodates a plurality of sheets to be fed to said 
first transporting guide . 



Please amend Claim 43 as follows: 



w \ *°, 

' ^43f(Twice Amended)V multiple function apparatus according to claim wherein 
a portion of said second transporting guide which faces to said deflecting guide part serves 
as a part of a cover of said multiple^fiinction apparatus and covers said image forming 
apparatus. 




Please amend Claim 44 as follows: , 
* ^4^(Twice Amended) A multiple functicmyapparatus according to claim [43] ^ 
wherein [the] a portion of said second transporting guidewhich faces to said deflecting guide 
Eart is movable, so that said image forming apparatus can Be exposed. 



^Plea< 



Please amend Claim 45 as follows: 



^3 \ 

>*5f(Once Amended\A multiple function apparatus according to claim 3$, wherein 

said first apparatus and said seconHsapparatus are provided in such a positional relation as to 
overlap each other in the [substantially vertical direction in a case where said multiple 
ftinction apparatus is [installed] in use . 
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Please amend Claim 46 as follows: 



46. (Ort^e Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 
a base 

a scanner app\j*atus which includes a reading element and can be removably mounted 
on said base unit; 

a scanner mountirte portion provided on said base unit and adapted to removably 
mount said scanner apparatus! on said base unit; and 

an engaging portion provided on said scanner apparatus and adapted to engage said 
scanner mounting portion, 

wherein a sheet transporting tath is defined by a surface of said scanner apparatus on 
which said reading element is provided! and a surface of said base unit which faces to said 
scanner apparatus in a case where said scahner apparatus is mounted on said base unit, and 
said engaging portion and said scanner mounting portion-hold said scanner apparatus in a 
manner that said scanner apparatus can be rotata^le to a direction that said sheet transporting 
path is open. 



Claim 47 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 
47. An apparatus according to claim 46, 

wherein a sheet transporting direction of said sheet transporting [mechanism] path is 
substantially vertical, and said engaging portion and said scanner mounting portion hold said 
scanner apparatus such that said scanner apparatus can rotate about a lower portion thereof 
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in a state mounted on said base unit. 

Claim 48 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 

48. An apparatus according to claim 46, further comprising: 

a lock member locking said scanner apparatus in a state mounted on said base unit. 

Claim 49 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 

49. An apparatus according to claim 46, further comprising: 

a rotation limiting stopper preventing said scanner apparatus from swinging 
excessively. 

Claim 50 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 

50. An apparatus according to claim 24, wherein said base unit is an image forming 
apparatus. 

Claim 5 1 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 

51. An apparatus, comprising: 

a base unit including a part of a sheet transporting mechanism; 
a scanner apparatus which can be removably mounted on said base unit and includes 
the other part of said sheet transporting mechanism and a reading element; 

a scanner mounting portion provided on said base unit and adapted to removably 
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mount said scanner apparatus on said base unit; and 

an engaging portion provided on said scanner apparatus and adapted to engage said 
scanner mounting portion, 

wherein a sheet guide provided on said scanner apparatus and a sheet guide 
provided on said base unit are faced to each other, so that a space defined between said 
sheet guides becomes gradually narrower toward a sheet withdrawal port. 

Please ame^d Claim 52 as follows: 

52. (Once Armmded) An apparatus, comprising: 

a base apparatus [wi^h]; 

a scanner apparatus wnfch can be removably mounted on said base apparatus and 
includes a reading element; \ 

and a sheet transporting path denned by a surface of said scanner apparatus on which 
said reading element is provided, and a surface of said base apparatus which faces toward said 
reading element in a case where said scanner apparatus is mounted on said base apparatus; 

at least one device disposed in said base apparatus: and 

a cover of said base apparatus guiding a sheet delivered from said sheet transporting 
path and covering said device: \ 

wherein said cover can move so that said device is expose^, 

Claim 53 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 
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53. An apparatus according to claim 52, wherein said cover can be opened and closed. 



Claim 54 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read 



as 



follows: 



54. An apparatus according to claim 52, wherein said cover can be removed. 



C 8 
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Please amend Claim 55 as follows: 

As5. (Twice >qiended) An apparatus according to claim 52, wherein said base 
apparatus is an image foiming^paratus [, and said cover serves as a sheet guide for said 
image forming apparatus]. 



Claim 56 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as 
follows: 

56. An apparatus according to claim 52, 

wherein said base apparatus is an image forming apparatus, and a sheet guide of a 
sheet delivery portion of said image forming apparatus and a sheet guide of a sheet delivery 
portion of said scanner apparatus are provided adjacent to each other. 

Claim 57 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 

57. An apparatus according to claim 52, 

wherein said base apparatus is an image forming apparatus, and a sheet guide of a 
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sheet feeding portion of said image forming apparatus and a sheet guide of a sheet feeding 
portion of said scanner apparatus are provided adjacent to each other. 

Claim 58 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 



58. An apparatus according to claim 52, wherein said base apparatus is an image- 
forming apparatus, and a sheet feeding portion of said scanner apparatus is provided 
frontward with respect to a sheet feeding portion of said image forming apparatus. 



^Pkase amend Claim 59 as follows: 
* sx&fT (Twice Amended) A multiple-function apparatus, comprising: 

an image terming apparatus including a sheet transporting path extending substantially 
vertically; [and] 

a scanner apparatus of an automatic sheet feeding type and including a sheet 
transporting path extending>^ubstantially vertically [,] ; and 

at least one device disposed in said image forming apparatus; 
wherein said sheet transportingpaths of said scanner apparatus and said image forming 
apparatus are provided adjacent to each oHjer, and a sheet guide provided at least at a part of 
said sheet transporting path of said scanner\pparatus serves as a cover for [said image 
forming apparatus] said device disposed in said ima^forming apparatus and said sheet guide 
can move so that said device is exposed. 
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Claim 60 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 

60. A multiple-function apparatus according to claim 59, wherein said scanner 
apparatus is removably mounted on said image forming apparatus, and said scanner apparatus 
is so implemented as to be capable of operating as a hand scanner in a case where said scanner 
apparatus is detached from said image forming apparatus. 

Claim 60 has not been changed by this amendment and continues to read as follows: 

61. An apparatus according to claim 46, wherein said scanner apparatus includes at 
least one roller or a plurality of rollers for sheet transportation, a center of rotation of said 
scanner apparatus being located at a downstream side, with regard to a direction of sheet 
transportation of said at least one roller or a plurality of rollers. 

Please add the following new claims: 



r 



62./ A multiple filiation apparatus, comprising: 
a first transporting guicte^being formed so as to transport a first sheet; 
a second transporting guide/^ovided alojjg-said first transporting guide, including a 

rf^saii'st 



L 



straight guide part and a deflecting guide 
transport a second sheet straight and is open a 
connected to said straight guide part at a side qjpfposi 
sheet in a direction different from a direction of transport 
a first apparatus provided in a space between said 



straight guide part being formed so as to 
nd, and said deflecting guide part being 
said one end so as to transport a second 
fected by said straight guide part; 
^ting guide part and said first 
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transporting guflde and performing processing for said first sheet in a case where said first 
sheet is transported along said first transporting guide; and 

a second apparatus provided at said straight guide part, and performing processing for 
said second sheet in a Vase where said second sheet is transported along said straight guide 
part; 

wherein said first transporting guide is provided opposite a direction of deflection 
effected by said deflecting gu\de part with respect to said straight guide portion, and said 
deflecting guide part is disposedNover said first apparatus. 

63. A multiple function apW^tlls according to claim 62, wherein said second 



apparatus is provided opposite of said 
guide part. 



transporting guide with respect to said straight 



64. A multiple function apparatus according to claim 62 ? wherein a direction of 
transport of said first sheet effected by a portionW said first transporting guide which faces 
to said straight guide part of said second transporting guide and a direction of transport of said 
second sheet effected by said straight guide part form an angle smaller than 90 degrees with 
the vertical direction in a case where said multiple fuifction apparatus is provided for use. 



L 



65. A multiple function apparatus according to claim 62, further comprising: 
a first transporting mechanism transporting said firsl sheet by said first transporting 
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a second transporting mechanism transporting said second sheet from said straight 
guide paW said second transporting guide toward said deflecting guide part in a manner that 
said seconds sheet is transported in substantially a same direction as said first sheet; 

a firstaheet delivery port for delivery of said first sheet from said multiple function 
apparatus, said first sheet delivery port being provided at a location downstream of said first 
transporting guideV viewed in a direction of transport of said first sheet, and; 

a second sheV delivery port tor delivery of said second sheet from said multiple 
function apparatus, said Second delivery port being provided at a location downstream of said 
deflecting guide part as vieWUirirdirection of transport of said second sheet; 

wherein said first and^cprfd sheet delivery ports are provided at a same side of said 
multiple function apparatus. 



66. A multiple function apWatus according to claim 64, wherein said second 
transporting guide is provided closer to tke front side of said multiple function apparatus than 
is said first transporting guide, said first apparatus is an image forming apparatus, said second 
apparatus is a scanner, a sheet accommodaW part is provided at a location a location 
upstream of said first transporting guide as viewed in said sheet transporting direction, said 
sheet accommodating part accommodates a pl\ality of sheets to be fed to said first 
^^transporting guide. 
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